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TO  TI-iE  GIiiilRMN  AND  I^MB'xCRS  ,OF..gEG  BROMSG-KOVE  RURilL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  ' 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  tho 
health  of  tho  Bromsgrovo  Rural  District  for  tho  year  1946:  during 
tho  first  thro:  months  my  predecessor,  Dr,  P.  W,  J.  Coakor,  was  in 
office  • 

Tho  Minister  of  Health  has  intimated  that  tho  Report  should 
again  bo  produced  in  tho  restricted  form  of  the  v/ar-timo  yoars; 
but  has  asked  for  special  roforonco  to  diphtheria  irnrmnisat ion, 
tho  stops  taken  to  combat  infestation,  and  water-supplies* 

In  the  statistical  section,  I havo  follov/od  the  usual  practice 
of  giving  comparable  statistics  for  tho  past  two  years,  so  that  tho 
current  trend  may  be  follov/od:  I havo  also  again  included  for 
comparison  the  figures  for  1937 ^ tho  last  pro  - war  year  for  which 
I havo  information, 

Tho  present  time  is  one  of  transition,  and  to  some  extent  of 
unrest.  Big  changos  in  public  health  administration  are  to  bo 
expected  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  is  implomentedo 
During  1946,  and  even  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  difficult  to 
form  a clear  picture  of  tho  oxtont  to  which  your  Council* s powers 
and  duties  in  respect  of  public  health  will  bo  affected  by  tho  now 
Act;  it  v/ould  seem, however , that  the*  control  of  environmental 
hygiene  and  of  infectious  disease,  v/hich  forms  the  bulk  of  tho 
Council's  v/ork  in  t]iis  field,  v/ill  remain  unaffected, 

I havo  pleasure  in  recording  my  appreciation  of  tho  co-operation 
of  tho  Public  Health  Committee  and  of  tho  Council's  officers 
throughout  tho  year,  and  in  particular  of  the  loyal  support 
accorded  to  mo  in  my  ov/n  Department, 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COITDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


^Aroa  in  acres  45,646* 


Registrar  General ’ s . estimate  of 

resident  population  mid  1946  - 24,640 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April, 
Sum  roprosontod  by  a Penny 


mid  1045  - 23,890 

mid  1937  - 19,620, 


- end 

of 

1946 

- 7,656 

end 

of 

1945 

- 7,349 

end 

of 

1937 

- 6,645, 

1946 

- 

£156,743 

Rate 

— 

£623 . 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

• BIRTH  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population):- 


1946 

1945 

1937 

'1946  (England  & Walo 

18.9 

19  *5 

14*1 

19*1 

: 

Live 

Births 

1 

M. 

F, 

i TOTAL.] 

i Legitimate 

i Illogitmato 

“T2B  1 

11  i 

TIT" 

14 

rV¥I 

25  1 

i Total 

237  i 

229 

1 466  i 

ILLEGITIMGY  RATE  (Total  livo  illGsitiniatc  births  per  1,000 

total  livo  births)  ' 

1946  1945  1957 

53»6  68*8  32.0 


3T ILL-BIRTH  RATE. 

(Still-Births  por  1,000  total  births) 

1945  1957  1946  (England  &:  Wales.) 

39,2  19,0  38;i  27.0 


Still-births 


i 

1 

M.  I 

F. 

TOTAL.  1 

j Legitimate 

1 Illogitimato 

10 

8 

1 

18 

1 

J 

1 Total 

10 

9 

19 

DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  por  1,000  population) : - 

1946  1945  1957  1946  (England  & Wales), 

^ 11,2  10.3  11.1  11.5 


Deaths. 

1 M. 

F. 

Total . 

j 149 

127 

276  1 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Maternal  deaths  por  1,000  total  births);- 
1946  1945  1957  1946  (England  6c  Wales), 

Nil  2.1  Nil.  1.43 


j Maternal  Deaths  i 

- - _ - - , - ^ - ^ 

I i 

puerperal  Sepsis  - | 

« -jother  Maternal  causes  - I 

jpotal  . - I 

u . ■ ..  — - — ■ .. . ) 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  por 

1,000  related  live  births) 

1946  1945  1957  1946  (England  6c 

Legitimate..  31.7  45,9  29,7  - Wales.) 

Illegitimate  80,0  93,7  111.1 

Total  43.3  49.5  32.4  43.0 


Infant  Deaths 


j 

M. 

F. 

i Total.! 

ho git imate 

10 

4 

I 14  i 

ill  legitimate 

2 

- 

2 j 

Total 

12 

4 

16 

C./U3]^0  Q:F  death  IIT  tub  BR0M3GR0VS  RUILIL  DISTRICT.  1946 


i 

1 Cause  of  Death 

1 M, 

1 

ITOTAL 

■ 1 MORTALITY -lUiTE  PER 

1 1,000  POP; 

! 

1 

1 1,  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

I 

— ..,.,.1  , ,11^ 

j 

I 2,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

*- 

i 

i 3,  Scarlet  Fever 

.. 

•• 

: 

1 4,  Whooping  Cough 

j 

1 ** 

5,  Diphtheria 

•• 

- 

1 ** 

-• 

6,  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 4 

i 7 

0.28 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 _ 

1 

i 0.04 

8,  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

i ** 

i 1 

0.04 

9,  Influenza  ■ 

» 

1 1 

1 

0.04  i 

10.  Measles  ' » 

■■ 

mm 

11,  Acute  Polio-myelitis-  and 

polio-ohcephalitis  • 

- 

mm 

j , . ^ 

12,  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

mm  j 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

Oesophagus  (M)  Sc  Uterus  (F) 

• 1 

2 

3 

i 1 

0.12  1 

14,  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

4 

6 

0.24  i 

15,  Cancer  of  Breast 

12 

12 

0.49  i 

16,  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

19 

11 

3'0 

1.22  i 

17.  Diabetes 

2 

4 

6 ■■ 

0.24  i 

18.  Intra-  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

11 

15 

26 

1.06  I 

19,  Heart  Disease 

44 

30 

74 

3.00 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  circulatory  system. 

4 

3 

7 

0.28 

21.  Bronchitis 

7 

7 

14 

0.57 

22,  Pneumonia  ! 

10 

5 

15 

0.61 

23,  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

mm 

2 

0.08 

24,  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

mm 

1 

0.04 

25.  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

1 

MB 

1 

0.04  S 

26.  Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 I 

0.08 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

- 

3 

3 1 

0-12 

28,  Nephritis 

4 

1 

5 i 

0*20  1 

29,  IfiGrporal  & Post  abortive  sepsis 

- 

~ 1 

M*  \ 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

mm 

1 

31.  Premature  Birth 

1 1 

2 

3 i 

0.12  1 

32,  Congenital  Malformation,  birth 

injuries  & other  infant  diseases- 

8 1 

1 

9 ! 

1 

i 

0.37 

33,  Suicide  j 

- 1 

2 

2 

0.08 

34-  Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 

5 i 

•• 

5 i 

0.20 

35«  Other  violent  causes  i 

1 !■ 

3 

4 i 

0.16 

36,  All  other  causes 

19  j 

16 

35  1 

1.42 

TOTAL  ! 

__  __  i 

149  j 

127  1 

276  1 

11.20 

» Rate  per  1,000  live  "births  = 2,1 


The  Vital  Statistics  show  no  great  departure  from  the  usual  and 
expected  figures. 

The  Birth  Rato  (18,9)  is  below  last  year's  and  the  general  rate 
for  the  country.  The  Illcgitinacy  Rate  (55.6  per  1,000  live  births) 
is  an  improvement  on  last  year's  very  high  flgtiro,  but  the  fact  that 
one  child  in  twenty  born  in  the  District  v/as  illegit im.ato  must  cause 
dissatisfaction  since  (viewing  the  matter  only  from  the  health  aspect) 
these  children  always  provide  an  unduly  high  proportion  of  cases  of  neglect, 

Still..Blrths  (39,2  per  1,000)  were  twice  as  frequent  as  in  1945“ 
this  IS  di sple as ing , but  the  figure  upon  v/hich  the  rate  is  based  is  a 
small  one,  with  a v/ide  range  of  error  duo  to  chance.  The  fact  that  no 
maternal  death  in  childbirth  occurred  during  the  year  speaks  highly  for 
the  obstetric  services  availj^le  in  the  District  and  makes  it 
improbable  that  the  high  Still-Birth  Rate  was  duo  to  any  deficiency  in 
those  services, 

Tho  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (34,3)  shows  a welcome  return  to 
rr'^-war  levels;  it  is  a great  improvcm-ont  ui^on  last  j'oar's  figure  and 


also  is  much  bettor  than  that  for  the  whole  country.  The  rate  is, 
]iowevor,-  based  (like  the  Still  Birth  Rate)-  on  a very  small  number  of 
cases.  As  usual,  the  mortality  among  illegit imato  infants  is  very 
r.Tuch  above  the  general  rate. 

In  all,  35  children  out  of  485  born  failed  to  roach 'one' year  of 

ago . 

The  Death  Rate  is  11,2.  The  m.ajor  causes  of  death  wore  as 
folloWBj- 


1,  Diseases  of  the  Heart  6c  Circulatory 

system  (including  apoplexy).  38,8^ 

•2,  Cancer  (all  forms)  lQ,b% 

3,  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B,)  ll,6/o 

4,  Violence  3,3^ 

5,  Congenital  diseases,  malformation,  etc  3.3^ 

6,  Tuberculosis  2,9/^ 


of  all  deaths 

-do- 

-do- 

-do- 

-do- 

-do- 


lt is  of  especial  interest  that  tuberculosis  has  nov;  dropped 
to  sixth  place.  Its  actual  significance  still  remains  higher  than 
the  percentage  figure  would  suggest,  because  it  so  frequently  strikes 
in  early  adult  life.  The  circulatory  diseases  are,  on  present 
knov/ledgo^  largely  non-prevontable , and  provide  the  major  certified 
ca.use  of  ''natural"  death  in  old  ago . The  same  may  bo  said  of  many 
of  the  respiratory  deaths.  Cancer  is  a steadily  increasing  cause 
of  death;  the  increase  is  probably  in  part  real,  and  in  part  only 
apparent,  due  to  improved  diagnosis:  it  is  curable  if  detected 
sufficiently  early,  and  therefore  must  bo  regarded  as  preventable. 


•The  follov;ing  table  shows  the  perconto.go  distribution  of  deaths 
^according  to  ago : - 


i Age  in  years. 

% 1 
i 

i 0 - 1 

5,4  ! 

^1-14 

2,4  I 

15  - 44 

10.2  1 

45  - 54 

19.5  j 

fes  and  over 

62,5  I 

-5- 


SECTION  B. 


G-ENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES . 

ServlcGs  provided  by  the  County  Council*  . A'. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Education  Authority,  provides 
the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the  District,  These 
services  include 

(a)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  which  in  some  cases  are 
provided  directly  by  the  County  Gouncil  and  in  others  are  managed  by 
voluntary  Committees,  the  County  Council  providing  medical  and 
nursing  staff.  Such  Clinics  arc  held  at  alve church,  Beoley, 
Belbroughton,  Cofton  Hackott,  Clent,  Hagloy,  Tardobiggo,  West  Heath, 
and  Wythall;  and  in  addition  residents  in  the  District  have  access  to 
Clinics  in  Bromsgrove  and  Redditch, 

Each  Clinic  provides  one  or  more-  of  the  following  services  - 
Infant  Welfare  v;ork.  Ante-natal  supervision,  and  School  Medical 
(Minor  Ailments)  work;  and  special  clinics  or  sessions  are  held  for 
dental  treatment,  eye  defects,  orthopaedic  treatment,  and  tuberculosis 
(dispensary)  work, 

A great  deal  of  valuable  v/ork,  directed  towards  the  preservation 
of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  is  carried  out  in  those 
Clinics  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff,  and  by  the  voluntary 
assistants , 

(b)  Midwifery  Services  (domiciliary).  Midwivos  in  private 
practice  and  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations  are  supervised 
for  this  purpose  by  the  County  Council, 

(c)  Laboratory  Facilities,  The  County  Analyst  undertakes  the 
examination  of  clinical  material  (throat -swabs,  sputum,  blood,  etc.), 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs, 

(d)  Hospitals , The  following  Hospital  facilities  are  available, 
most  of  which  arc  provided,  directly  or  by  arrangement,  by  the  County 

Council: - 


1,  Infectious  Disease 

(including  tuberculosis) 

2,  Tuberculosis 

3,  Smallpox 
■1,  Maternity 

5,  Children's  Diseases 

6,  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases 

7,  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyroxi 
cases . 

8,  Venereal  Disease 

9,  Public  Assistance  Cases 

(General) 

10,  Public  Assistance  Cases 
( Mental) 


Bromsgrove,  Droitwich  and  Redditch 
Joint  Hospital  (Bromsgrove), 

Knightwick  Sanatorium  and  Hay ley 
Green  Sanatorium, 

W.C.C.  Smallpox  Hospital,  Worcester, 

Mary  Stephens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge  I and  Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport, 

The  Children’s  Hospital;  Birmingheen, 

Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital;  Tho 
Smallwood  Hospital  (Redditch);  Tho 
Children’s  Hospital  (Birmingham);  & 
the  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  (B’ham), 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham;  and 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

Tho  General  Hospital,  Birmingham;  & 
Tho  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester, 

The  Bromsgrove  Public  Assistance 
Institution, 

Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove;  and  Powick  Mental 
Hospital,  Malvern, 


'•  - In  addition  to  the  foregoing  hospital-facilities  provided  by  or 
through  the  County  Council,  residents  in  the  District  have  access  for 
illness  to  tho  Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Smallwood 


Hospital  (Rodditch),  and  the  various  hospitals  in  DirminchaKi. 


The  Diphtheria  Inimunisat ion  Service.  (sco  Section.; P.)  - is 
provided  jointly  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Worcostorshirc 
County  Council,  the  latter  bein^  responsible  for  the  protection  of 
children. under  five  years  of  ago. 

The  Ambulance  Service,  An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  for  the  conveyance  .of  infectious  cases,  ■ For  other 
cases,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  ■neighbouring  Authorities  so 
that  the  whole  District  is  covered  by  one  or  other  of  the  available 
ambulance  services.  In  Wythall  an  ambulance  service,  is ‘provided  by 
the  Red-Cross  and  St,  John's  organisations,  . 

Health  Education,  The  Council- contributes  to  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education,  and  material  (leaflets  and  posters)  prepared  by 
the  Central  Council  has  been  used' for  display  and  distribution 
throughout  the  District,  ■ 
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SECTION  G. 


SANITARY -CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

departmont  was  soriously  under staTfed  during  th.©  year  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  inspection  of  tho  district  was  maintained  at  a level 
adequate  to  deal  with  all  complaints. 

Tho  very  dosirahlo  practise  oi  keeping  the  district  under  ro-^ular 
survey  for  sanitary  defects  could  not  ho  carried  out  to  any  significant 
extent.  Tho  details  of  inspections  made  are  included  by  tho  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  Report, 

Water  Supply. 

The  more  populous  parts  of  tho  District  are  provided  with  a piped 
water  supply,  either  from  the  East  Worcestershire  Water  Viforks  Co,  tho 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co,,  the  Stourbridge  .oc  District  Water 
Boards . or  tho  Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Department.  All  those 
waters  give  excellent  results  on  analysis,  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological, except  that  the  Stourbridge  water  is  very  hard. 

In  Bolbroughton  and  adjoining  areas  water,  purchased  in  bulk  from 
these  Companies,  is  supplied  by  the  District  Council, 

Samples  are  taken  at  tho  bore-holes  by  tho  East.  Worcestershire 
Water  Works  Go, j and  in  addition  tho  water  in  circudation  has  since 
October  1946_boon  sampled  periodically  at  randomly  selected  points 
in  the  ^District , Thirt^^-eight  samples  wore  submitted  to  chemical  and 
bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being  in  all  cases  satisfactory. 

Information  as  to  tho  water-supply  available  in  the  individual 
parishes  is  given  in  tho  following  table:- 


! ■ T 

! Parish 

i 1 

! i 

Piped  supply  direct 
to  the  house. 

So?:^Vcd  by  Standpipe. 

Served  by  Wells  | 

or  si)rings 

I 

1 

1 

i 

No. of  j 
house  s i 

1 

Population.K 

No,  of 

houses 

Population  .5- 

No, of  i 
houses  1 

i 

Population^! 

j 

A Ivo church 

1078  i 

3773 

142 

497  i 

Be Ibr ought on 
Bentley 

488  i 

1708 

- 

- 

226 

791  I 

Pauncef oot  • 

17 

59 

80 

280 

Beoley 

21 

24 

84 

188 

658 

Clent 

485 

1690 

66 

231 

Cofton  Racket' 
Dodf ord-with- 

: 1196 

■ 

4186 

- 

- 

3 

10 

Grafton 

>. 

am 

144 

504  1 

Erankley 

21 

73 

PH 

27 

94  ! 

Hagloy 

639 

2236 

15 

52  i 

Hunnington 

135 

472 

6 

21  i 

Romsley 

190 

665 

mm 

65 

227  i 

Stoke  Prior 
Tut nail  and 

457 

1599 

- 

- 

176 

616  i 

Cobley 

77 

269 

am 

88 

308 

Wythall 

1220 

4270 

mm 

0m 

1 

202 

707 

1 

Total 

. 6007 

21021 

24 

1 84 

1428 

4^90 

K Population  taken  at  3^  persons  per  house. 


As  is  to  be  expected  in  a rural  area  of  which  large  parts  are  very  thinly 
populated,  there  remain  a great  many  occupied  dv/ellings  which  are  not  supplied 
with  piped  v/ater.  These  dwellings  are-  dependant  upon  v/ell-v/ater  supplies, 
of  which  many  are  known  to  be  polluted,  the  well-s  being  either  shallow,  or  of 
poor  construction,  or  botho  In  addition  to  being  of  poor  quality,  some  of 
these  supplies  are  inadequate  in  times  of  drought. 

During  1946  extensions  to  v;ator  mains  v/ere  carried  out  to  supply  28 
houses  - 3 in  Belbroughton  and  25  in  Wythall.  In  Beoley  a water-tov;er  was 

-8- 
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erected,  supplied  from  a 200-foot  bore-hole,  to  servo  a housing-e state 
which  is  in  process  of  development  5 and  as  a tornporary  measure,  24 
houses  hitherto  dependant  upon  wells -have  access  to  four  stand-pipes 
served  from  this  bore-hole.  Mains  water  supply  is  proposed  for  this 
parish,  and  the  pipes  laid  to  carry  the  bore-hole  supply  will  ultimately 
be  included-  in  the  mains  system. 

-Proposals  to  extend  the  piped  water-supply  await  implementation 
and  are,  in  order  of  priority,  as  follows;- 


K 

Priority. 



Location 

Parish. 

1. 

Great  Dodford 

Dodford, 

2. 

Holt  End. 

Boo ley . 

3, 

Upper  Bentley 

Bentley. 

4. 

Stoke  Pound  oc 

Uhitford  Bridge. 

Stoke  Prior, 

5. 

Walton  Pool. 

Clent , 

6. 

Wildmoor. 

Be lb r ought  0 n i 

Subject  to 

7. 

Made ley  Heath. 

Be  lb  roll  ght  on . 

possible 

8. 

Tanners  Green 

amendment . 

oc  Inkforde 

Wythall.  i 

9, 

Packhorse  Lane 

* 

oc  Baccabox  Lane. 

Wythall.  j 

Samples  from  27  wells  or  springs  used,  or  proposed  to  be  used, 
for  drinking  or  dairy  purposes  were  submitted  to  analysis  during  the 
year.  Five  Vv^ere  reported  as  fit  for  drinking,  seventeen  definitely 
unfit,  and  as  regards  five  a tentative  or  conditional  opinion  as  to 
fitness  was  given.  It  should  not  ofcourso  be  assumed  from  this  that 
loss  than  one-fifth  of  the  wells  in  the  District  are  free  from 
contamination..  Routine  sampling  of  all  wells  - a very  desirable 
practice  - was  impossible  • owing  to  the  undorstaf f ing  of  the  Department 
during  the  year,  and  such  samples  as  wore  taken  wore  usually  in  respect 
of  wells  where  pollution  v^as  suspected.  Advice  was  given  where 
possible  as  to  elimination  of  pollution  by  cleansing  and  repair  of  the 
drainage-area  and  well-headj  but  frequently  the  nature  and  contruction 
or  siting  of  the  well  gave  little  hope  of  success,  and  the  Inspectors 
could  only  advise  the  boiling  of  all  water  used  for  drinking,  cooking, 
and  the  washing  of  utensils. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage , 

Both  the  problem  and  the  situation  in  respect  of  sov/ago-disposal 
are  similar  to,  and  closely  linked  with,  those  of  water-supply. 

Thus  the  main  built-up  areas  are  sewered,"  other  agt;ro  gat  ions  of 
dwelling-houses  arc  the  subject  of  proposals  as  to  sewerage  which  await 
impiomontat ion;  and  the  more  isolated  dwellings  cannot  be  included  in 
any  economical  scheme.  ' At  present  approximately  62%  of  the  houses  in  • 
the  District  arc  served  by  sower.  Conservancy-methods . of  disposal  are 
of  course  in  use  in  the  unsowerod  areas;  and  these,  whether  they  be. 
pail  or  earth-closets  or“' cesspools , are  in  many  cases  sources  of  actual 
or  potential  nuisance.-  -Extensions  to  water-mains,  as  outlined  in  the 
laste'BOction,  will  increase  the  difficulties  of  sewage-disposal  virhore 
they  servo  unsewered  dwellings;  but  in  compensation  there  will  bo 
the  abolition  of  the  risk  of  sewage-pollution  of  v/ator  supplies. 
House-holders  with  cesspools  have  experienced  incroG.sing  difficulty 
in  getting  these  emptied  by  private  contractors,  and  the  Council’s 
emptier  has  boon  in  full  use  and  unable  to  moot  all  d-eraands. 

Proposals  for  extensions  of  sov/erago  to  moot  the.  needs  of  part.s  of 
the . parishes  of  Alvochurch,  Belbroughton,  Beoloy,  Romsley  and  Wythall 
were  approved  by  your  Council  follov/ing  a detailed  survey  of  the  District 
in  1944  by  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  oc  Surveyor.  Of  those  none 
v/ere  implemented  during  1946. 


Sewage  Disposal  plants  are  sited  at  - 

, Lye  Bridge 

Hassell  Lane  ) /t  ^ ^ \ 

Horse  Pasture  ) (Land- irrigation) 

Kingswood  Road  ( Pumping- station  to  B'ham) 
Cofton  Road 
SwGctpool 
Illey  Lano 
Stoko  Works 

Pinstall  (Pumping- station  to  B ‘grove  U.D. 
Houndsfield  Lano, 

and  functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year, 

^ Public  Cleansing • 

As  indicated  in  the  Sanitary  Inspo(?tor’s  report  (appended)  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  vehicle  marked  a stop  forward  towards  the 
objoctive  of  a fortnightly  collect ion  throughout  the  District. 

E\/on  this  frequency  is  barely  sufficient  in  hot  v\/oathor  to  prevent 
nuisance  arising  from  accumulations,  and  allows  of  no  reserve  for 
delays  owing  to  vjeather,  etc. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping;  there  are  fivo  tips,  situated  in 
Alvechurch,  Belbroughton,  Hagley,  Stoke  Prior  and  Wythall.  Nuisance 
from  rats,  flies  or  crickets  was  occasionally  reported,  but  was  not 
serious  in  degree;  full  control  of  tipping  so  as  completely  to 
elim-inate  nuisance  is  not  practicable  with  the  limited  staff  at 
present  available  for  the  work. 

5.  Rivers  Pollution. 

In  March  1946  reports  were  received  from  tho  Roddltch  Council 
of  pollution  of  the  Salters  Lane  Brook  which  at  its  commenceraont 
received  the  outfall  of  tho  Sewage  Disposal  Plant  at  Howell  Grange. 

Tho  Grange  was,  at  this  time,  occupied  by  the  Military  and  tho  plant 
was  overloaded  so  that  a grossly  undor-troatod  effluent  v/as  discharged 
into  the  brook,  Tho  matter  was  taken  up  with  tho  Military  and  plans 
were  agreed  for  the  expansion  of  the  Disposal  Plant,  In  the  event, 
however,  the  Military  vacated  Howoll  Grange  and  when  it  was  taken  over 
by  the  Home  Office  arrangements  wore  made  for  discharge  into  tho 
Rodditch  sewers. 

Verminous  Conditions, 

Infestation  of  premises  by  bed-bugs  or  floas  does  not  present 
a major  problem  in  this  area:  in  a few  isolated  premises  treatment 
was  carried  out , 

7 . Rodent  Control. 

The  extensive  agricultural  land  in  the  District  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  War  Agricnl-Hnral  Executive  Committee  as  regards 
Rodent  Control;  the  non-agricultural  land  is  supervised  by  your 
Council  for  this  purpose.  It  is  believed  that  all  major  infestations 
have  been  brought  under  control  throughout  the  District,  The  sewer  and 
refuse-disposal  sites  naturally  constitute  an  important  potential 
source  of  infestation  and  have  needed  particular  attention:  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  refers  to  this  in  his  report,  and  also 
gives  statistics  as  to  work  carried  out, 

8,  Factories. 


The  Council  has  duties  under  the  Factories  Act  1937  to  maintain 
a gegister  of  factories;  to  inspect  them  and  to  be  satisfied  as  to 
tho  adequacy  of  Sanitary  conveniences  and  means  of  escape  from  fire, 
and  as  to  suitability  of  drinking  water  supplies;  to  supervise  all 
factories  in  which  no  mechanical  pov/er  is  used  in  respect  of 
cleanliness,  overcrov;ding,  temporaturo  control,  ventilation  and  drainage 
of  floors;  and  to  supervise  the  working  conditions  of  Homo  Workers, 


Alvechurch 

Clent 

Cofton  Hackett 

Hagley 
Hunnington 
Stoke  Prior 

Wythall 
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Tho  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  includos  in  his  report  a 
statement  of  inspections  made,  etc.  A further  survey  is  called  for 
to  ensure  the  accuracy  of  tho  register. 


... 

' . 

. • . . ’/  A ^ 

t 

,■  .■  ■ 

::nJr-jVJC  •'■ 

r v;:;.^.l^  ,., 

, ',•  -J'ilzJ'  ' 'J/':.’  ■ 

■ ' 

V.  a 

iui 

1 : ■ ' '. 

'cApj.lS  •>  ':'■ 

■i 

ir 

< nV!' >■<  I,  1 
■:  A - • /'v'  :■ : :e 


T\hh  ..  t 

'U;''  p ^ i f ndJA/V'  i-r:;: 


vr'ri 

fi  oh->i  v,  . 


. V*i  ■... 


. '/'t ' 


I 


\ 


*1^'  .*$ 


S’. 


i 


■v 


■.'..'j  I’j'si/,  f - y;).r.ici  ' 

' 't ' y *.  e '‘'j/i  •ctitt  I ^ ■ 

- ,/! ’Mi  ttif.  dflt  ' 


• r-.'i 


r'l 


*- 


vj'it  th  ti.'.iv 
> :Vf 


. -'IMd 

ode*  -to 

: A V 0^-5  ^ i OWdH , . 

''■  An  "iai  ^>10  .v'  'e*? 


X - j -1.  7'- 

i’Vi  T'  e .Wa'-'';nc/  ^ 

j j.w.^t.-. t '«f  .1  ^ nl  '■ 


-•  .i^  r 4 


•r>'" 


’ •■•'  'pm  fiSr' 

mm-  ifl^  ...  ^ 

, '^-TJ  ■ •*' 


1'  •-  •-  r. 

•rci 

■ ! ’ f 

• :t'  : y. 

'Vi  t ' ..V  *': 

. / ' Vcj^^ 

.u-v'i 

0/ 

: 

■r  « • 

■ ■ e n ■ ■•■  :>:r-  ' ■;. 

' 'v  ■ ' " ■ 

,, 

. 0 . * ‘ d*  , ’ . * * • 

• < 

’ .-^y- 

• ' -■ 

♦ 

• 

■ t- ' . '■■'». 

• 

- Ir  - „ . 

... » 

•;  V . Tv  y® 

, r-s'  .e4:y.^i:;  eVv'"  ,* 

0.  .k”  ■ ' ;.f  . 

<• . 

.,.T*.xrtU 

» w ^ . . . . r ^ r»'V  Ik 

-T  ilM  klv  ■*'■ 

' ■'■  • 1?  •-  - 

• -‘  " 

-j  > 

^ ‘ • ^ »A  , . 

.(■■  .'•  \ ’j  .1  ^ .'U  .u 

■’-  * •':  - 

1/“^.***'  - 

i';4.e:rv  ; _ . ..  'yv  ■ 

hM ‘ s'*'-'' 

l*M^-  ir  # 

'T-  ..  ; _ 

. V . » 

y^'y^  : 

. * t T 

w-T^i.v.-K  ,-■  , 

•.  s* 

^11«  ' - ^ 

, f.  f .:■./*/ 

. < ' 

i 

■.  • 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING, 

The  normal  work  of  tho  Public  Health  Dopartmont  In  rospoct  of  • 
Housing  is  mainly  carriod  out  in  pursuance  of  tho  requirements  of  tho 
Housing  Act  1936  and  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  and  comprises  - 

(1)  Tho  Wiiintonanco  of  dwelling  houses  in  a sanitary  and 

habitable  state, 

(2)  The  demolition  or  closure  of  individual  houses  which  are 

insanitary  and  cannot  be  repaired  at  reasonable  expense, 

(3)  The  clearance  or  re-developmont  of  areas  whore  insanitary 

dwellings  are  congested  ("slum  clearancd') , 

(4) -  Tho  prevention  and  abatement  of  overcrowding* 

In  none  of  those  fields  of  v/ork  v/as  satisfactory  progress  possible 
during  1946. 

Tho  problem,  of  insanitary  houses  in  tho  Rural  District  is 
concerned  mainly  with  old  country  cottages*  In  tho  more  built-up 
areas  there  is  relatively  little  insanitary  property  and  there  are  no 
Clearance  Areas, 

Shortage  of  labour  and  materials  have  stood  in  the  way  of  adequate 
maintenance  or  repair  and  have  made  it  difficult  for  oven  the  v/illing 
landlord  to  moot  his  obligations;  while  the  owner  who  would  prefer  not 
to  spend  money  on  his  property  is  provided  with  a readymade  excuse  so 
that  it  is  hard  to  bring  tho  pressure  of  the  law  upon  him. 

Licences  are  required  for  building  materials  and  investigation  is 
needed  before  licences  can  bo  issued.  As  houses  deteriorate,  complaints 
increase  so  the  work  of  investigation  is  becoming  heavier  while  the 
fruits  of  the  work  seem  at  times  hardly  worth  the  labour.  Repairs 
are  in  fact  restricted  to  urgent  necessity  - i,o.  houses  are  kept 
v/eather-proof , free  from  physical  danger,  and  clear  of  gross  filth; 
no  more • 

No  Demolition  Orders  v/ore  made  during  the  year,  notwithstanding 
tho  fact  that  a largo  number  of  houses'  were  known  to  bo  totally  unfit. 

An  insanitary  house  is  bettor  than  none, 

Tho  extent  of  overcrowding  is  not  known;  that  it  is  wide-spread 
and  in  some  cases  serious  is  clear  from  information  given  by  applicants 
for  Council  Houses,  Its  relief  depends  upon  tho  provision  of  now 

houses,  and  tho  year  1946  saw  no  substantial  improvement  in  this  rospoct 
In  particular  there  is  a need  for  additional  housing  for  rural  workers. 

Precise  information  as  to  tho  number  ofunfLt  houses  and  tho  prevalen 
and  degree  of  overcrowding  is  lacking;  a now  survey  is  needed  and  was 
in  fact  commenced  in  1946, 

One  result  of  the  shortage  of  housing  which  has  boon  pcarticularly 
noticable  in  tho  Rural  District  has  boon  an  increase  in  tho  use  of 
temporary  and  moveable  dwellings.  These  require  supervision  and  tho 
Council *s  policy  has  been  to  grant  Licences  for  limited  periods  in 
respect  of  civ\rellings  on  sites  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

It  seems  improper  under  present ■ circumstances  to  discourage  the  use 
of  such  temporary  dwellings  which  constitute  an  improvement  upon  gross 
overcrowding  and  the  safeguard  provided  by  licencing  for  a limited  period 
will  prevent  the  insanitary  accumulation  of  temporary  dwellings  which 
have  in  some  Districts  given  rise  to  nuisance  in  the  past. 

Another  .irect  result  of  the  housing  shortage  was  an  influx  of 
"Squatters"  into  the  District  in  Auigust  1946  and  subsequently.  There 
were  two  main  aggregations  of  Squatters,  one  in  the  parish  of  Wythall 
and  the  other  in  Frankley.  In  each  case  hutments  recently  vacated  by 
the  Military  v^eve  utilised  and  these  were  in  varying  degrees  of  dilapida 
tion  and  lacked  essential  sanitary  services.  Such  servic'os  v/ero  proved 
by  your  Council  (acting  as  agents  for  the  Ministry  of  .Health)  as  wore 
necessary  to  avoid  serious  nuisance;  but  the  hutments  are  not  of  a 
reasonably  habitable  standard,  and  tho  situation  remains  unsatisfactory. 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Food  Premises.  . . r 

All  premises  v/here  food  is  prepared,  stored,  or  sold  are  subject 
to  inspection  to  ensure  that  they  comply  v/ith  the  requirements  of 
Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  This  Act  haS:  not  in 
general  boon  fully  implomontod  vet,  owing  to  the  intervention  of  the 
v;ar,  A general  ’'tightening-up''  of  the  control  of  food  in  all  stages 
of  preparation,  storage,  transport,  and  sale  is  needed,  in  order  to 
diminish  v/astago  of  food  duo  to  spoiling,  and  to  minimise  the  risk 
of  food-borne  disease.  Cleanliness  of  premises,  utensils,  and  personnel 
is  the  essential  requirement ; provision  of  adequate  v/ashing-facilitio s , 
and  education  in  their  use,  are  necessary  prorequisitos , Increasing 
attention  has  been  paid  to  this  work  during  1946,  but  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials  has  to  some  extent  stood  in  the  way  of  necessary 
structural  improvements. 

a detailed  survey  of  all  food-promises  in  the  District  is  planned 
for  1947-8.  Eating  houses  in  particular  call  for  close  supervision, 

2 . Mo  at , 

So  far  as  moat  for  sale  is  concornod,  tho  control  of  slaughtering, 
inspection,  and  transport  is  now  in.  the  hands  of  tho  Ministry  of  Pood, 

Slaughtorm.an  ’ s licences  have  boon  ronowod  subject  to  the  requirements 
among  others,  that  a humane  killer  shall  be  used.  Slaughtering  for  sale 
is  still  centralized  and  a declaration  of  tho  Government’s  future  policy 
as  regards  slaughtering  is  awaited.  Centralized  slaughtering  has  proved 
advantageous  in  a number  of  respects  and  is  likely  to  remain | but  it  is 
not  yot  clear  whether  slaughter-houses  arc  likoly  to  be  controlled  by 
the  M.inistry  of  Food,  the  Local  Authorities,  or  tho  Meat  Trado . 

3.  Milk, 


There  wore  263  dairy-farms  registered  in  tho  District  in  1946:  the 
approximate  number  of  milking-cows  v/as  3,200,  and  the  avora..go  total  daily 
output  about  8,000  gallons.  There  were  19  producers  of  T.T.  Milk  and 
44  of  Accredited  milk  in  the  District:  one  dairyman  hold  a licence  to 
pasteurise,  Tho  quantity  of  pasteurised  milk  consumed  in  tho  District 
is  substantially  higher  than  would  bo  suggested  by  tho  issue  of  only  a 
single  licence,  as  much  pasteurised  milk,  and  also  some,  sterilised,  is 
produced  and  treated  olsovirhoro  and  retailed  in  tho  District, 

The  work  of  tho  Health  Department  in  respect  of  milk  comprises 
(1)  tho  registration  of  dairymen  and  dairy  farms  and  the  issue  of 
licences  to  deal  in  designated  milks  (2)  tho  inspection  and  super- 
vision of  all  cow-sheds  and  dairies,  and  of  tho  health  and  cleanliness 
of  dairy-workers  (3)  tho  submission  of  samples  for  analysis  under  tho 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  to  ensure  that  tho  special  standards 
applicable  to  designated  milks  are  maintained  (4)  the  submission  of 
samples  of  non-do signatod  milk  under  tho  Milk  and  Dairies ■ Orders,  for 
bacteriological  examination  as  a chock  on  cleanliness  in  production, 
and  (5)  the  investigation  of  complaints  as  to  uncleanlinoss  of  milk  or 
bottles,  premature  souring,  etc.  This  v\rork  was  .carried  out  during  1946 
as  fully  as  possible  v;ith  the  staff  available,  and  details  of  inspections, 
etc.,  aro  given  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 

The  conditions  at  the  farms  are  not  in  all  cases  satisfactory,  and 
some  of  the  raw  non-de signatod  milk  supplied  must  be  regarded  as 
.potentially  productive  of  disease.  It  would  seem  that  tho  difficulties 
of  clean  milk-production  are  such  that  tho  objective  of  a safe  milk 
supply  in  tho  district  can  only  be  mot  by  pasteurisation  of  all  non- 
dosignated  milk,  ' ■ 

The  "appointed  day",  under  tho  Pood  & Drugs  (Milk  & Dairies)  Act 
1944,  when  control  of  milk  production  v;ill  pass  from  local  authorities 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  has  not  yot  been  announced. 
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4.  I CO  Groam. 


The  methods  of  control  and ' production  of  Ice  Cream  came  in  for  a 
good  deal  of  attention  during  1946.  Before  the  War,  Ice  Cream,  had 
come  to  ho  recognised  as  of  an  import anco,  from  a public  health  point 
of  view,  comparable  with  that  of  milk.  Very  variable  in  food-value, 
it  v/as  at  its  best  highly  nutritious;  and  whether  of  high  or  lov7  food- 
value  it  was,  owing  to  its  nature  and  the  methods  of  its  production,  an 
important  potential  vehicle  of  disease.  During  the  v/ar  production 
ceased j after  the  war  demand  was  high  and  profits  tremendous,  with  the 
result  that  production  boomed  in  1946,  With  this  there  came  a demand 
from  Sanitary  luthorlties  for  increased  powers  to  control  the 
cleanliness  and  quality  of  Ice  Cream;  and  the  outbreak  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Aberystwyth  in  July  and  August  drove  the  point  home . 

Samples  v;ere  taken  from  all  registered  producers  and  many  retailers 
throughout  the  season  and  v/oro  submitted  for  analysis.  There  are  no 
legal  standards  for  Ice  Cream  but  the  results  of  analysis  (sot  out  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector ‘s  Report)  clearly  indicated  that  certain  dealers 
wore..rotailing  a dirty  product,  and  also  brought  out  the  worthlessness, 
from.. a nutritional  point  of  viov;,  of  some  samples.  In  view  of  the 
restrictions  on  materials,  no  attempt  was  made  bo  promote  the  sale  of 
Ice  Cream  of  high  nutritional  value;  attention  was  centred  upon 
cleanliness  of  production  and  the  attainment  of  a satisfactory 
bacteriological  ano-lysis.  Firms  whose  product  proved  unsatisfactory 
were.-.visitedi  and  the  process  of  Ice  Cream  production  followed  through 
from,  beginning  to  end,  attention  being  concentrated  on  cleanliness  of 
promises,  utensils, and  staff  at  every  stage, 

..Following  the.  typhoid  outbreak  in  Aberystwyth,  all  Ice  Cream 
dealers  in  the  district  were  interviewed  and  enquiry  made  as  to  a 
history  of  typhoid,  paratyphoid,  dysentery  or  other  "diarrhoeal" 
disease  in  any  member  of  the  staff.  No  such  history  v/as  obtained 
in  any  case. 
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P. 


'PHEVALENCE  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  and  OTIiER  DISEASES . 
Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1946? - 


i DISE.iSE  1 

• ’ . i 

1 1 

CORRECTED 

notifications ■ 

.ADMITTED 

TO  HOSPITAL 

DEAT  HS . 1 

1 Smallpox 

i 

1 Diphtheria 

2 

6 i 

— 

^ Scarlet  Fever 

26 

7 i 

m 

j Measles 

34 

•• 

1 Whooping  Cough 

121 

2 

j Typhoid  Fever 

- 

i Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

i Dysentery 

1 

1 

. 1 

i Cerebrospinal  Fever 

- > 

1 

••  i 

i Acute  Pc.liomyelitis 

- 

•M 

mm 

j Encephalitis 

- 

•• 

— 

I Acute  Pneumonia 

19 

•• 

15 

1 Erysipelas 

6 

3 

i * 1 

j Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

1 ■*  i 

i Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

•« 

i - i 

1 Malaria 

i j 

\ i 

i Total^  . 

211 

21 

1 15 

The  figures  given  in  the  Table  are  for  corrected  notifications, 
i,e.  confirmed  cases  of  the  disease.  The  figure  for  deaths  from 
pneumonia  is  not  re datable  to  the  figure  for  notifications;  pneumonia 
is  not  infrequently  entered  as  the  causo  of  death  in  cases  where  there 
has  been  no  notification. 


No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  tho  District  during  the  year. 

Fifteen  contacts  of  cases  occurring  elsev/horo  wore  kept  under  surveillance. 

Of  six  cases  notified  as  diphtheria  and  admitted  to  Hospital,  only 
two  were  confirmed.  Tho  practice'" of '^notification  and  admission 
on  suspicion  is  altogether  sound;  the  trouble  and  expenditure  involved 
in  respect  of  the  unconfirmed  cases  is  more  than  balanced  by  tho 
advantages  of  early  treatment  of  the  confirmed  cases.  Tho  two  confirmed 
cases  v;oro  an  unimmunised  boy  of  years,  and  a boy  of  13  years  v;ho 
had  received  two  injections  of  "T.A.M."  (i.o.  an  incomplete  course)  in 
1938,  The  latter  was  a very  mild  case. 


D i pht  hor^i  Si_  Imiriuni  s^algi  on . 

The  number  of  children  v/ho  completed  a course  of  immunisation  during 
the  year  1946  was  as  follows ;- 

Primary  Immunisation  - 

Under  5 years  old.  305 

5-14  years  old  70 

375 


Reinforcing  ("booster') 

injection  310 


Tho 

December 


"immunisation  state"  of  children 
3l3t  1946  was  as  follows ;- 


in  tho  Rural  District  on 
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|Ago 

'■*  i 1 i j 

0 - l| 1 - 2|2  - sis  - 4I4  i 5 

L . . . ! 

5 - 9|  10  - 15 

1 

Total, 

{Number  immunised 

31  1 173 1 147  1 137  1 193 

j i ; j 

.111! 

954' 1 1,133  ■ 

2,768  1 

’population 

K approximate) 

2180 

3690 

5,870  1 

immunised 

31*2^ 

56  •6% 

47*2%  i 

The  com.parablo  porcontago  figures  on  31st  December  1945  were:- 

% immunised 

25.6^ 

47.2^  i 

40.0^  1 

Th.0 so  figuro 3 rolato  only  to  childron  knov/n  to  havo  boon  irnniunisodi 
they  aro  diroctly  comparable  with  last  yearns  figures,  but  not  with 
thoso  published  in  previous  years,  when  an  estimate  was  included  of 
children  imiiminisod  privately. 

The  figures  as  they  stand  aro  not  altogether  satisfactory:  the 
objective  is  to  achieve  iiiimunisation  of  at  least  of  children  at  or 
just  before  the  end  of  their  first  year  of  life*  and  then,  by  moans  of  a 
reinforcing  dose  at  the  d.go  of  5,  to  keep  the  childron  imrnuno  throughout 
their  school  life,  it  is  believed  - but  direct  evidence  is  lacking  - 
that  a very  large  number  of  childron  have  boon  immunised  privately:  this 
is  to  bo  expected  in  a rural  district,  v/horo  it  is  not  nracticablo  to 
hold  frequent  clinics  at  a large  number  of  points. 

Imruunisation  Sessions  wore  hold  in  individual  districts  as  follows;- 


i District 

i No , of 

1 Children 

Childron  i 

Sessions 

i immunised 

j 

3?o- immunised,  | 

i 

i Alvochurch 

1 7 

1 81 

:■  37  1 

i Bo Ibr ought on 

1 4 

33 

16  i 

Beoley 

2 

2 

23  1 

Clent 

3 

13 

9 1 

i Cofton  Hackett 

7 

37 

44  1 

Dodford 

1 

1 

1 Fairfield 

4 

13 

2 

1 Hagloy 

4 

19 

50  1 

; Roms ley 

2 

9 :i 

20  1 

’ Stoke  Prior 

3 i 

7 

5 i 

Stoke  Works 

3 i 

15  i 

28  1 

Tardebigge 

4 1 

14 

4 i 

1 West  Heath 

,,  7 1 

95  i 

34  i 

Wythall  1 

6 

37 

57  1 

The  effects  of  immunisation  have  boon  shown  by  a marked  reduction 
in-  both  the  incidence  and  the  mortality  from  diphtheria, ' Such  cases  as 
do  occur  in  immunised  persons  arc  usually  very  mild  (so  mild  as  to  cause 
considerable  difficulty  in  diagnosis  in  many  instances);  they  tend  also 
to  occur  in  older  childron,  or  in  adults.  This  is  at tribij. table  to  v/aning 
imraiinisation.,  and  consequently  a ro-inforclng  {"booster”)  dose  is  advised 
at  5 years  of  ago,  as  mentioned  above.  In  the  Autamn  of  1946  the  Head 
Teachers  of  e.ll  the  schools  in  the  District  wore  advised  as  to  the 
desirability  of  this  re -immunisation,  and  with  their  co-operation  and 
that  of  the  parents  a considerable  number  of  childron  v/orc  ro-immunisod. 

At  the  same  time,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  a 
scheme  v;as  introduced  to  offer  re-immunisation  to  all  childron  in  Infant 
Schools  at  the  time  of  their  first  school  medical  examination. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were-  scattared  throughout  the  District, 
and  also  spread  throughout  the  year:-  there-  was  no  prevalonco  at  any 
time  or  place,  ir 


.J.io.r^^leg-was  likowiso  acattorcd  in  timo  and  place,  except  that  tv/elvo ' 

caiios  occurred  in  Cofton  Ilackett  in  Docemhor,  and  those  rprovod  to  bo  the 

. first  cases  in  an e-pidoraic"'' which  affected  much  of  the  Rural..District 

-during  the  ’early  months  of  1947,  — *’ 

Whoopin;:^- coukIi  occurred  in  two  small  but  wcll-dofinod  outbreaks. 

The  first,  in  Cofton  Hackott,  started  in  January,  reached” its  peak  in 
iipril,  and  finished  abruptly  early- in  lay;  there  were  69  cases  in  all. 

The  other  occurred 'in  July  and  August  in  Bo Ibrought on..,. ..whore  there  were 
cases.  So  far  as  can  bo  ascertained,  complications  wore  fov/:  no 
deaths  wore  repo.rtod,-  -- " 

Information  as  to  the  prevalence  of  non^not if iable  infectious 
diseases  is  necessarily- very  incomplete-.  A case  of  undulant  fever 
(abortus  fever)  occurred  in  Hagloy;  the  patient,  an  elderly  woman, 
had  apparently  contracted  the  disease  while  staying  on  a farm  outside 
the  District;  cattle  on  the  fo.rm  showed  evidence  of  having  boon 
infected,  ..  . 

Scabies . There  is- Some  evidence,  but  no  certainty,  that  this 
contagious  skin  disease  is  v/idoly  prevalent  in  the  District,  Its 
satisfactory  treatment  depends  upon  dealing  with  the  affected  household 
as  a unit,  and  giving  simultaneous  treatment  to  all  members  of  the 
household.  This  method  has  been  adopted  as  regards  all  cases  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department,  Treatment  is  by  benzyl  benzoate, 
used  on  a single  occasion:  the  medicament  is  supplicml,  and  typed 
instructions  given, for  treatment  by  the  patient  in  his  own  homo,  and  the 
cases  are  follov/ed  up  after  one  and  five  weeks.  Cases  were  dealt  with 
in  1946  as  follows,  no  "relapse^'  being  report od;- 


Households  treated  9 

Known  cases  treated  23 

Contacts  treated  29 

. Total  persons  treated  57 


No  cases  of  personal  infestation  by  body-  or  crab-lice  were  reported 
to  the  Department  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis . 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  the  District  Council,  and  Officers  of 
the  Health  Department  visit  to  advise  as  to  measures  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease  as  in  the  case  of  other  infectious  diseases. 
Similarly  homes  are  visited  whore  death  due  to  tuberculosis  has  occurred. 

The  Tuberculosis  Register  was  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  during 
the  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Service,  for  diagnosis,  treatment,  after-care, 
examination  of  contacts,  etc,,  is  provided  by  the  County  Council, 

Twenty-four  now  cases  of  pulmonary  and  fifteen  of  non- pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  or  otherwise  heard  of  during  the  year;  and 
there  wore  eight  deaths  (seven  pulmonary,  one  non-pulm^onary ) from  the 
disease;- 


Tuberculosis  - Incidence  and  Mortality  during  1946, 


i j 

Now  Cases 

Deaths  1 

i I Pulmonary  | Non-Pulmonaryjj  Pulmonary  1 ' Non-Pulmonary| 

1 M, 

If,  1 M.  i ■ p. 

j M.  1 

F,  1 M,  i F,  *1 

; 0 - ! 

1 1 - 

i 2 - 1 

I i 

1 " i ” 

1 1 1 - 

1 

1 

! r " ^ 

15-  i 

1 1 2 

.. 

~ 1 - i - 

i 15  - i 2 . 

2 i - ; - 

1 

2 i - I - 

! 25  - i 1 

2 i ..  i - 

- - 

1 i • i 

: 35  - i 2 

3 1 i - 

- 

1 i - "I  - i 

; 45  - 1 

» I ..  j » 

- ill- 

i 55  - 1 1 

— 1 ..  i .. 

1 

1 i i 

^ 65  & over 

1 - i - 

1 

1 ! - i - M 

Totals  1 8 

7 1312, 

3 

H 

1 

1 

Tho  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Ro^^istcr  at  December  31st,  1946 
was  as  follows 


1 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1 Pulmonary 

47 

44 

91 

; Non- Pulmonary 

15 

13 

28 

; Total 

G2 

57 

119 

Your  obedient  Servant 

L.  J.  BACON  M.A.,M.D.,D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BROMSGROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

REPORT  OP  THE  SANITARY  WORKS  COMPLETED  FOR  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  WCEI/EBER  51st,  1946. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report  for  1946. 

During  the  year  reports  dealing  vi/ith  Housing,  Water  Supply, 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal,  and  Scavenging,  were  submitted  for 
consideration  by  the,  Council. 

Surveys  of  the  ar9as  covered  by  the  reports  were  made  in  order  to 
obtain  an  up-to-date  picture  of  the  requirements . 

HOIKING. 

In  1946  construction  was  comraenocd  on  the  following  houses  :- 


A 1 VC church 

2. 

Beoley 

4. 

C of ton  Hackett 

4. 

Roms  ley 

14. 

24. 

The  area  of  vaca^-.t  land  in  the  Council’s  possession,  purchased  for 
housing  purposes,  to  December  1946,  is  acres.  At  a density  of  six 
houses  to  an  acre  this  virould  provide  for  171  houses. 

Details  of  the  sites  arc  as  follows s- 


Alve church . 

Withybed  Green  Lane  5 acres. 

Rowney  Green  1 acre. 

Barnt  Green  1 acre. 


Bolbroughton . 

Pinchers  Close 
Vi’ood  Lane 


1-|-  acres  . 
3 acres . 


Beoley. 

Moss  Lane 

Clent . 

Pool  Ftirlong 

Hagloy . 

Phurch  Street 

Bentley^  Pauncef  oot . 
'Jppor  Bentley 

Tu.tnall  & Cobley. 

Tjus  t ho  us  e Lane 


l|-  acres'. 
S-l-  acres  . 
^ acre . 

^ acre . 

1 acre . 


Prankloy . 

Phe  Green 

Stoke  Prior. 

Sha\7  Lane 

Wythall . 

Houndsfield  Lane 


-f-  acre . 

3- ^  acres  . 

4- |-  acres  , 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


I 


The  following  watoT  main  extensions  wore  carried  out;- 

Back  Lane,  Broom  Hill;  1 Farm. 

2 Cottages. 

May  Lane.  18  Houses. 

Chapel  Street.  7 Houses. 

The  water  tower  served  from  the  "borehole 
on  the  Moss  Lane  Housing  Site  has  been 
erected,  and  a section  of  the  mains  Included 
in  the  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  Village 
Area,  have  been  laid.  Water  is  now  provided 
to  the  group  development.  Nos.  24  houses, 
by  Nos.  4 standpipes. 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  provide  a 
piped  supply  to  The  Glebe,  and  Brookside 
Housing  Sites,  Nos.  6 and  4 houses  respectiv- 
ely. This  vi/ill  be  completed  early  in  1947, 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Apart  from  repairs  of  a minor  character,  no  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  several  systems  throughout  the  district* 

SCAVENGING 

A now  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased  early  in  1946,  and  with  the 
help  of  this  additional  vehicle  the  scavenging  service  was  extended  to 
cover  the  Parishes  of  Roms ley  and  Be Ibroughton . 

A further  refuse • vehicle  is  on  order,  and  subject  to  its 
delivery  and  the  complementary  labour  being  found,  the  service  will  be 
extended  to  cover  the  whole  district, 

A new  cesspool  emptying  machine  was  delivered  early  in  1946  to 
replace  the  existing  contract  vehicle.  a further  vehicle  is  on  order, 
and  when  delivered,  a quarterly  emptying  service  will  bo  instituted 
over  the  whole  district. 

RODENT  CONTROL  (Public  Works) . 

Sev/ers . 

The  annual  test  baiting  of  the  Council's  sewers  was  carried  out  in 
December,  1946,  Nos,  142  manholes  being  baited.  No  takes  were 
registered,  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  exempted  the  Council  from 
further  treatments  for  12  months. 

Tips  and  Dispo sal  Si t es , 

The  annual  contract  with  the  Worcestershire  W.A,E.C.  for  this  work 
terminated  in  October,  1946,  and  disinfestation  will  now  be  carried  out 
by  the  Council,  the  first  treatment  being  in  January,  1947, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS . 

Inspections : - 

Infectious  Disease 
Moveable  Dwellings  & Caravans 
House  Drainage 
Conveniences 
Cesspools 
Water  Supply 
Water  Samples 
Accumulations  (Salvage) 

Domestic  animals  & piggeries 
Verminous  houses 
Smoke  Abatement 
Offensive  Trades 


98 

561 

130 

17 

247 

34 

61 

32 

9 

1 


Be Ibrpught  on 


Beoley 
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Fish  and  Chip  Saloons 

12 

Canal  Boats  ■ 

4 

Miscellaneous 

553 

Schools 

57 

Total 

1782 

HOUSING  ACT.  1936. 

inspections:- 

Section  9. 

23 

Secbion  11. 

Overcrowding  . 

15 

Rural  Survey  (In  connection 

with  Agricultural  Cottages  ) 

.. 

Rural  Survey  (Pact  finding) 

349 

Total 

387 

MILK  & Dairies  order. 

No,  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms 

263 

No,  of  Retailors  in  District 

127 

No,  of  Milking  Cows  (Approx) 

3200 

Coy/sheds  & Dairies  (Inspections) 

463 

" '^mp  le  s 

42 

No.  of  Licences  issued  under 

r^ilk  (Special  DoDl.e;nation)  Order  hj  - 
(a)  Rural  District  Council 


( a ) ^ ral  District  C ouncil 

Bottlers.  iiccrodited  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Retailers^.  Pasteurised  4 

Accredited  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  10 

( b ) County  Ceuncll . 

Tuberculin  Tested  19 

Accredited  44 


Total  Inspections  463 


^EAT  & FOOD. 
Inspections : - 


General  Pood  Premises  253 

Food  Preparing  Promises  51 

Slaughtering  (Emergency) 

Cottagers  Pigs  23 

Bakehouses  2 

Unsound  Food  25 

Amount  of  Food  voluntarily 
surrendered  & Destroyed .Lbs . 918 


Total  Inspections  354 


Ice  Gre_am. 

Uo . of  Manufacturers  Registered  12 
No.  of  Retsil'^rs  Re  '^•’"'^red  34 
No.  of  Samples  t^ken  (See  list  as  follows)  16 


■3 


1 


No,  Date.  Bacterial  Count. 


1 

22/8/46 

280,000 

per 

ml , 

2 

22/8/46 

400,000 

per 

ml . 

3 

22/8/46 

160,000 

per 

ml. 

4 

26/8/46 

480,000 

per 

ml . 

5 . 

26/8/46 

640,000 

per 

ml . 

6 

26/8/46 

400,000 

per 

ml. 

7 

26/8/46 

160,000 

per 

ml . 

8 

28/8/46 

640,000 

per 

ml . 

9 

28/8/46 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

per 

ml , 

10 

28/8/46 

400,000 

per 

ml . 

11 

16/9/46 

2,000 

per 

ml. 

12 

16/9/46 

15,000 

per 

ml. 

13 

16/9/46 

“7,000 

per 

ml . 

14 

24/9/46 

5,000 

per 

ml. 

15 

24/9/46 

120,000 

per 

ml. 

16 

24/10/46 

14,000 

per 

ml , 

Factories  Act. 

Inspections ; - 

Outv^orkers  premises 
Factories 
Workplaces 
Laundries 

Total 

Slaup;hter  houses 

No.  Registered 
No,  Licensed 
No,  of  Inspections 
Knackers  Yards  (Inspect! 

Total  Inspections 


B,  Coli,  Fats . 


Present  in  1/ 100th  mlj 
i.hsent  in  1/ 10 00th  ml. 

0.09/ 

Present  in  l/lOOth  ml; 
Ahsont  in  l/lOOOthml. 

0.4/ 

Present  in  1 ml; 

Absent  in  l/lOth  ml. 

5 .3/ 

Present  in  l/lOOOth  ml. 

4.7/ 

Present  in  l/lOOOth  ml. 

1.95/ 

Present  in  iy'lOth  mlj 
Absent  in  1/lOOth  ml. 

2.75/ 

Present  in  iVlOth  ml; 
Absent  in  l/lOOOth  ml. 

0.15/ 

Present  in  VlOOth  ml; 
Absent  in  1/ 1000th  ml. 

1,7/ 

Present  in  l/lOOOth  ml. 

1*7/ 

Present  in  iVlOOth  ml; 
Absent  in  l/lOOOth  ml* 

2.2/ 

Present  in  1 ml; 
xibsent  in  l/lOth  ml. 

6.0/ 

Present  in  y'lOth  ml; 
Absent  in  1/lOOth  ml. 

1.8/ 

Present  in  1 ml; 

Absent  in  l/lOth.  ml. 

4.4/ 

Absent  in  1 ml. 

1.8/ 

Present  in  1 mlj 

Absent  in  l/lO  ml. 

4.0/ 

Present  in  1 ml; 

Absent  in  l/lO  ml. 

5.6/ 

1 

26 

4 

6 

37 


5 


) 32 


32 


Classif  ica- '' 
tion . 

Fair 

Fair 

Satisfactory 

Unsat is . 
Unsat  is . 
Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Fair 

Unsatis . 

Fair 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 
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WORK  EFFECTED. 


Piped  water  supply  to  houses  10 
House  drainage  connected  to  sewer  - Existing  property  50 

- New  property  72 
Cesspools  AlDolished  44 
Conversions  to  W.C.’s  12 
Urinals  repairs 

Cesspools  provided  and  repaired  6 
Obstrnicted  drains  dealt  with  28 
Structural  repairs  6 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

SCAVENGING 


No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  removed  6,700. 

No,  of  loads  1,679. 

Approximate  weight  (tons)  4,250 

No.  of  pails  cleansed  (weekly) 

Salvage  collected; - 

Paper  48  tons. 

Bones  1 ton. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Public  Works 

Sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips  controlled 
by  Contract  with  W.A.E.C.  to  Ociobor  1946 


Sowers.  Manholes  tost  baitod  142 
General. 

No,  of  visits  made  2004 
No.  of  agreements  signed  06 
Computed  kill  (Min.  of  Food  formula)  4812 
No.  of  dead  rats  found  . 894 


2004 


S FENCER  A.  PRICE. 


Surveyor . 
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